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Latest News: 
 

Three new volunteers at the archaeological museum 
 

Three new volunteers have been cooperating with the Project by ATS “Telling the 
Holy Land” since the beginning of the month. Federica Grassi, graduate in 
Archaeology, comes from Milan and she is dealing with labeling the objects found at 
Mount Nebo; Antonella Rizzuto, who is graduating in Theology at the Faculty of 
Theology in Florence, is dealing with indexing the photographs of the findings of 
Nazareth; Alessia Caleri, registered for a Masters Degree in Archaeology at the La 
Sapienza University in Rome, who, after a fantastic experience last year, has decided 
to return in order to study the archaeological finds from the excavations at Siyar El 
Ghanam. 
 

 

Our three volunteers: Federica, Antonella, Alessia 
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A precious document about the acquisition of the Sanctuary at Mount Nebo. 

 
On Saturday 30th June, the Archaeological Museum of the SBF was visited by a 
group arriving from Croatia and headed by Father Tomislav Vuk, professor at the 
SBF and member of the board of the museum. The group had been organised by the 
parish church of Saint Jerome of Puèišæa, in the island of Braè in Dalmatia, city of 
origin of Brother Jerolomo Mihaic. This Franciscan monk is famous thanks to the 
acquisition by the Custody of the Holy Land of the Sanctuary of Mount Nebo 
(Jordan). This was the place where Moses died after having seen the Promised Land 
from that hill, and without ever arriving there. Father  Sylvester Saller supervised the 
first three campaigns of excavations of the SBF (1933-1937) at the place that would 
later become the logistical base for the archaeological activities of other Franciscan 
archaeologists for the excavations of Maqueronte, Madaba, Umm er-Rasas, etc. The 
Custody is finishing an important work of restoration at this place which, in the 
meantime, has become one of the most visited touristic and religious spots in the 
area. The parish priest brought an important document and left a copy here. In this 
document, the Hashemite Prince Hassan Bin Talal, brother of the late King Hussein 
of Jordan, participates in a moving testimony regarding Brother Jerome, writing: 
"Father Mikhaic was a wonderful and generous friend to the people of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. During the time that he lived in Jericho and Jordan, he acquired 
Mukhayyat and Siyagha. Permission for the acquisition of this land was granted by the Late 
King Abdulla (who was Prince Abdulla at the time). This very special permission was 
granted because of the wonderful friendship Father Mikhaic displayed toward the traditional 
(Bedouin) families in the Mt. Nebo region. He was a friend and brother to all. The wonderful 
work that Father Mikhaic has done in the west and East Bank is well remembered… The 
people of the region will always hold a special place in their hearts in the memory of Fr. 
Jerolomo Mikhaic". 
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Section on Scientific Activities: 

Research on the coins found in Capernaum 

 
Professor Ermanno A. Arsalan, eminent numismatist and director of the 
Archaeological and Numismatic Civic Collections of Milan, has come to Jerusalem in 
order to cooperate with the Archaeological Museum of the SBF. The scholar has been 
researching the photographic campaign and the collection of metrological data 
(weight) of the coins found under the paving at Capernaum’s Synagogue. 
Specifically, the professor has been dealing with the finds inherent in trenches 12, 14 
and 18, as well as other small finds, making a total of 23,000 items. With his 
invaluable help, he has finished the whole photographic campaign carried out 
between the years 1970 and 1972.  
 

 
 
 

A photo showing the numerous numismatic finds 
      
 

 
 
 

 


