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On June 21st 2012, in the Municipality of of Sabastiya in Nablus Governorate the project “Renovation and 

Management of a Crusade Multi-function Hall in Sabastiya – Nablus”, funded by the Italian Government-Consulate 

General of Italy in Jerusalem- through the Palestinian Municipalities Support Program (PMSP) in partnership with 

Lombardy Region, ATS (Associazione di Terra Santa) and the Jericho Mosaic Center, has been presented to the Local 

Population and Honourable Guests from the International Community.  

 

The PMSP Director, Arch. La Rocca has presented to the audience the important achievements made by the PMSP in 

the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Sector and in particular he drew the attention on the 456.900,00 Euro project 

aimed at renovating a splendid Crusader Hall to be used as a Multifunction Hall. 

The new conference hall will host conferences and conventions of international organizations and will be 

completed by next July 2012. 

 

In the framework of the presentation, an important Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between H.E. the 

Minister of Local Government Mr. Khaled Al Qawasmi, and H.E. the Minister Tourism and Antiquities Mrs. Rula 

Maaya’h has been signed at the presence of H.E. the Consul General of Italy in Jerusalem Mr. Giampaolo Cantini, the 

Governor of Nablus Governorate H. E. Mr. Jibril Al Bakri and the Mayor of Sabastiya Mr Mohammed Azem. 

 

The aim of the MoU is to enhance the commitment between the two Ministries towards the citizens in improving 

and supporting the quality of living by urging them to adhere to the standards of the cultural heritage preservation.    

 

Since the re-launching of the PMSP activities in 2008, eleven (11) projects in the Cultural Heritage and Tourism 

Sector have been implemented for a total amount of approximately of 3.8 million Euros: six (6) projects have been 

implemented in Bethlehem Governorate, one (1) project in Hebron Governorate, two (2) projects in East Jerusalem, 

one (1) project in Tulkarem Municipality and one (1) project in Sabastiya Municipality.  

 

The above mentioned projects are characterised by the creation and the enhancement of Guest Houses towards 

rehabilitation, and preservation of old historic buildings such as in Bethlehem and Tulkarem Governorate and by 

the implementation of training courses in cultural heritage conservation such as in East Jerusalem.  

In Hebron Municipality, the rehabilitation of the Turkish bath in the Old City as a Visitor Centre will start soon. 

The PMSP Program aims at empowering the Local Authorities to take responsibility in the protection and 

development of the cultural heritage, for the promotion of the local community service in social, educational 

cultural and economical sectors.  
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