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SABASTIYA

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH, CONSERVATION AND

DEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCE PROGRAM

BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY AND SABASTIYA TOWN
14 — 15 APRIL 2011

First Day : April 14th
Birzeit University- Development Building Hall 104

09:00 — 09:20 Registration

09:20 — 10:00 Opening Session — Chairperson Dr. Hamed Salem

President of Birzeit University: Dr.Khalil Hindi
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities: Dr. Khoulud Daibes

PMSP, project director - Italian General Consulate, Jerusalem

Arch. Antonio La Rocca

President Committee for the Promotion of Tourism/Mosaic

Centre: Dr. Sami Musallam
Mayor of Sabastiya: Ms. Kamilia Sukkar

10:00 — 11:05 1% Session: “The State of Archaeological

Research at Sabastiya”
Chairperson: Dr. Issa Sarie (Al Quds Univesity)

10:00 — 10:15 Dr. Kamal Abudel Fatah (Birzeit University)
“The Geography of the Place at Sabastiya”

10:15 — 10:40 Dr. Hamdan Taha (Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities), “The History of Archaeological
Research at Sabastiya”

10:40 — 11:05 Dr. Hani Nur Eddin (Al Quds University)
“Review of the Recent Archaeological
Excavations at Sabastiya”

11:05- 11:20 Coffee Break

14:50 — 16:05 4™ Session — “Projects of Conservation and

Enhancement at Sabastiya”
Chairperson: Dr. Moin al Qasem

14:50 — 15:15 Arch. Osama Hamdan (Mosaic Centre Jericho),
“Conservation Activities at Sabastiya: a Yard for
Culture, Knowledge and Development”

15:15 — 15:40 Arch. Ruba Saleem (Riwaq)
“Restoration of Qasr Al Kaed”

15:40 — 16:05 Eng. Bassam Habeshe and Arch. Thab Daud
(Ministry of Antiquities and Tourism)
“Restoration Project for the Tourist Track”

16:05 - 16:15 Coffee break

16:15 - 17:30 Final Session — “Summary and Results”
Chairperson: Mrs. Khitam Sokkar (Sabastiya)
Dr. Nazmi al Jubeh & Dr. Hamed Salem

SECOND DAY — APRIL 15TH
Sabastiya

Fieldtrip to Sabastiya

08:30 Meeting at Ramallah (Next to Qasr el Hamra) and
Travel to Sabastiya
09:30 Arrival at Sabastiya

11:20-11:45 2 Session:“Sabastiya during the Later period”09:30 — 10:00 Reception by Sabastiya Municipality

Chairperson: Mr. Mazen Abdel Latif
(AnNajah University)
11:20 — 11:45 Dr. Carmelo Pappalardo (Studium Biblicum
Franciscanum-Jerusalem) “The Representation of
Sabastiya in the Mosaic Floor of St. Stephen in
Umm Rasas, Jordan”
11:45 - 12:10 Dr. Ghassan Mhaibesh (Al Quds University)
“Sabastiya in the Islamic Period”
12:10 - 12:35 Dr. Mahmoud Hawari (Bir Zeit University)
“Bayt al-Huwwari, a hawsh house in Sabastiya”
12:35 - 13:00 Ms. Carla Benelli (ATS proTerra Sancta)
“The Tomb of Nabi Yahia/St. John the Baptist in
Sabastiya: Documentation and Historical Analysis”
13:00 — 14:00 Lunch break

14:00 — 15:00 3 Session — “Development Plans for Sabastiya”

Chairperson: Dr. Yusuf Nasser (Mayor of Birzeit)
14:00 — 14:25 Arch. Giovanni Fontana (Unesco Ramallah Office)
“Integrated Planning for the Safeguarding of the
Cultural Landscape of Sabastiya”
14:25 — 14:50 Team of the project of the Department of
Antiquities and Cultural Heritage,
“First Results of the Integrated Plan for the
Conservation of the Cultural Heritage in Sabastiya”

and a Coffee Break The Roman Forum (al Baiader)
10:00 — 11:00 Tour to the Archaeological Site: Suhaib Al Hawari
11:00 — 11:15 Tour along the tourist itinerary:

Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities
11:15-11:50 Tour to the Mosque of Salah al-Din and tomb of

Nabi Yahia/St. John the Baptist: Carla Benelli
11:50 — 12:20 Tour to Bayt al Kaed: Ruba Saleem

12:20 — 14:30 Friday Prayer and Launch Break
14:30 - 15:30 Tour to the Conservation Project in the Guest
House Area: Osama Hamdan

15:30 - 16:15 Tour to the recent Archaeological Excavations in
the Eastern Part of the Village: Dr. Hani Nur Eddin

16:15-17:00 Tea and Sweets Break: Acknowledgments and
Greetings

17:00 Departure to Ramallah

* Transportation provided from Ramallah and Bir Zeit to
Sebastia back and forth. Please book on the first day.
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